Mon Feb 2 (Prep for recitation, Thurs Feb 5)

· BRING large blank paper  from the office and distribute one sheet to each group. (every week)

· WRITE ON BOARD, before class starts:

Today:  FORCES, (starting on P. 25)    

TA: (your name)   (THEY NEED TO KNOW THIS FOR EXAM TUESDAY!)
Their EXAM ROOM: (See below, and tell them) 

HOMEWORK, due NEXT THURS:  Tutorial HW book: HW-31 to 33.   

No long answer required next week (due to exam)
· note we're skipping the tutorial on relative motion, for now (we'll come back to it later)
· First midterm is next Tuesday (Feb 10), 7:30-9. They need to go to the correct room!
David, Fabian, and Katherine:  you and your students go to Chem 140

Max and Dan: you and your students go to Chem 142
Matt and Hongke: you and your students go to Math 100 

FYI: Exam I will cover through H+R Chapter 4 (kinematics, 1 and 2-D),  all lecture material through today, and tutorials up through the previous one.  (i.e. no Newton's laws, yet)
· Collect Tut. HW19-23 (NOTE!! I told them online that P. 22 is useful but optional, so we won't grade it at all) Grade the rest as usual, thanks.  (You do not have to grade the whole thing - it's now up to you. Come up with a scheme for spot checking, pick your favorite (hardest!) questions or parts... )

         Long Answer problem to collect: the web instructions were:

"CAPA set 3, problem #6, the "Romeo and Juliet" problem, but (just like last week) without any numbers. (Solve it purely with symbols - clearly defined, please!)   (Same instructions as last week)

(FYI, I posted a TOTALLY non-required challenge problem - to figure out what the minimum speed case actually should be. I said it wasn't for grading, but if someone turns it in that's why!) 



Tell them they should always call over an LA or TA to "check them out" when they finish a major section. (They can keep going if you're busy, but need to get your attention as soon as convenient)

I'll see you in front of Duane Physics on Tues, Feb 10,  at 7 PM sharp. You will need to move quickly and efficiently to get exams laid out on the desks in time for the exam at 7:30! The rooms are crowded.

I'll give you more instructions about the exam separately. 

Graders - see you on the 11th floor Wed evening after the colloquium.  Be prepared to spend the whole evening. 

Mon Feb 2 - supplemental notes

1) Exam coming up: Tues (in a week), 7 PM at physics office! (Till 9)

Grading next day, Wed @5 PM (sharp), 11th floor   (NB Must reserve!)

If you want to do review sessions, feel free. Mine is Monday at 6 PM

2) Grade and return all hws (long ans and tut) promptly -the next week!

Soon you may start to pick and choose ("spot grade") tutorial homeworks. But, give as much feedback as you have time for - make the call yourself. Try to pick hard questions, and continue to grade tough but fair. 

Remember, we want your average grade to be around 70% or so, on both long ans and tutorial (NOT including people who are dropping out)

3) Tutorials work, but students need to be on board. Take a little time (couple of minutes) at the start next time to remind them of what we're doing, and why. (See my handouts from the first TA meetings)

Tutorial is an essential part of 1110

Tutorial homework is worth 15% of their grade

Tutorial homework performance is the single best correlator to exam grades

Group work is proven, and powerful - it can also be fun and rewarding. That means students need to be in groups. (Introduce selves, work together on same problems. Explain if you get it, question if you don't! 

Tutorial doesn't just start or end on Thursday. Prepare (think about the pretest), and continue thinking/asking yourself, other students, and/or the TA/LA afterwards.

4) We give "the answer" lots of places: lecture, Concept tests, the book thinkwell, the graded portions of tutorial homework. But Thursday is a place where we push students a bit - they are discovering and constructing knowledge for themselves, which is enormously valuable but can be frustrating at first. It will work! Remember, it's not about memorizing answers in tutorial - it's about eliciting and confronting their OWN ideas, making sense of the physics, looking for inconsistencies, resolving conflicts...

